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up to the final struggle when all was submerged
under the flood of a ruthless Muhammadanism. The
labours of many generations of scholars will be re-
quired to unravel this strange story, and to tell, with
any fulness and accuracy of detail, the tragic tale.
So in China history is almost a blank, a kind of
battle-field for conjecture, before the time of Kon-
fucius. Much has been done, no doubt, towards
the elucidation of the religion founded by him on the '
more ancient faith. But Konfucius did not stand
alone in China. We have only one work, of sufficient
insight and authority, on the conceptions of Lao
Tsii, which seem to the comparative student so
much more original. And of the curious history
of Buddhism in that country, of the influence it
exercised on other beliefs, of the modifications it
had itself to submit to, we have no systematic ac-
count at all. It is only in India that we have a
very complete and authentic record, from a period
more than fifteen centuries before the birth of Christ
down to the present time, of the evolution of reli-
gious belief among a people practically isolated from
the rest of the world. There remains, it is true, here
also a great deal of important work to be done.
But on the main lines at least the history is already
remarkably clear. It is full of interest from the
comparative point of view. And it reaches its